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Arminian Magazine, 
For APRIL 178g. 


An ACCOUNT of the SYNOD of DORT: 
Extrafled from Gerard Brandt's Hiftory of the Reformation 


an the Low-Countrtes. 


[Concluded from page 110.] 
| PRIL 16, 1619. After having {pent three weeks 


in drawing up the decrees of the fynod, they were 

read in the affembly. Thofe which concerned the 
firft and fecond articles were approved. Butthe Engiifh, 
and fome other foreign divines, objeéted againft them. 

April 18. The decrees concerning the third, fourth and 
fifth articles, were approved. The Engii/h produced a long 
lift of harfh expreffions, and defired they fhould be con- 
demned by the fynod; but they were over-ruled. 

April 19. The committee prefented the conclufon of the 
decrees of the fynod: it contained a defence of the doétrine 
of the churches of the Uneted Provinces. The Englifh de- 
fired that fome other things, which deferved to be condemn. 
ed, fhould be inferted in that conclufion, and particularly 
thefe: That GOD moves the tongues of men to bla/pheme him, 
and that men can do no more good than what they alually do. 
The deputies of H-/fe and Bremen approved the propofal of 
the Englifh; but it was rejeéted. 

The fame day, the conclufionsof the canons was read 
again, and approved by all the deputies of the United Pro- 


VINCES. 


April 
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April 29. The commiffioners approved the fame conclu. 
fion. But the deputies of Eng/and demanded that fome al. 
teration fhould be made in thefe words: The do@rines, con. 
tained in the canons, ought to be looked upon as the doctrines 
of the Reformed churches. They declared, that “ they had 
“ been deputed to the fynod by the king, and not by the 
“ church of England; that they were not empowered to ex. 
‘* plain the confeffion of faith of that church; that they had 

been contented to propofe their private opinions, believing 

they were agreeable to truth ; that they had approved many 

things contained in the canons of the fynod, though not 

atall mentioned in the confeffion of the church of Eng/and, 

becaufe they believed that none of thofe things were con- 
“ trary to that confeffion,” 

This 1s a very remarkable pafflage. It appears from hence, 
that the church of England has not condemned the doétrine 
of the Remonftrants, and that it was a very infignificant 
thing to fend English deputies to the fynod of Dort, who were 
not, properly {peaking, the reprefentatives of that church, 
and had no power to expiain her doftrine. 

April 23. All the members of the fynod figned the canons, 
They fubfcribed alfo the conclufion of thofe decrees. 

April 24. The moderator prefented the fentence to be 
pafled upon all, who rejeéted the doéirine cf the fynod. It 
mmported, that the Remonftrants were introdudors of novel- 
ties; diflurbers of ther country, and of the churches of the 
United Provinces; obftinate and adifobedient; favourers of 
fachons, and preachers of erroneous doérines : guilty and 
conurtled of corrupting reltgion, forming a f{chifm, deftroying 
the wnity of the church, and occafiomng a horrid fcandal. 
For thefe caufes, the fyned condemned them to be deprived 
of all ecclefiaftical and academical fun@tions. 

All the Englifh declared, that, as the Remonftrants were 
inhabitants of the Uneted Provinces, they would pafs'no fen- 
tence upon the fubje€ts of another ftate. All the other fo- 
reign divines, except thofe of Geneva and Eméden, were of 
the fame mind. The Dutch divines objeéted againft fome 
expreifions of the fentence. They faid, among other things, 

that 
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that it was not proper to cenfure the Remonitrantts, as di/- 
turbers of the flate. There arofe a great difpute among the 
{ame divines, on this queftion, Whether thofe Remon- 
ftrants fhould be tolerated, who, refufing to fubfcribe the 
canons, would engage never to {peak againft them, either 
in the pulpit, or in converfation ? They defired, that the fo- 
reigners would impart their thoughts upon that fubjeét ; but 
the moderator would not allow of it. He faid, thofe do- 
meftic affairs fhould be left to the provincial fynods; and 
that he knew not yet what fort of toleration their High 
Mightineffes w ould grant to the Remonttrants. 

The fame day, the fentence was read a fecond time, after 
having left out thefe words, difturders of their country. The 
Englifh and Heffans refufed {till to be concerned in that fen- 
tence.. All the other foreigners, except thofe of Bremen, 
faid, They approved the cenfure. It was alfo approved by 
all the deputies of the United Provinces. The commiffion- 
ers faid, they could not ratify that fentence, but they would 
make a report of it to their principal. 

Here follows what Balcangual writ the next day to the 
Britufh ambaflador. ‘ We have at laft put amend to the 
“ affair of the five articles: but no one can apprehend the 
“ trouble we have had. The artifices that have been ufed, 
“ (efpecially the craftinefs of the moderator) are too palpa- 
“ble. He has very much fruftrated our expeétation. The 
cenfure upon the Remonftrants, which is a thing of great 
importance, was not communicated to us, but juft when 
it was to be read; and the moderator expetted, the whole 
fynod would fay, Amen, tor fear of ftopping the departure 
of the commiflioners, who were to fet out for the Hague. 
“ Great pains have been taken to obtain the approbation of 

“ the foreigners ; but we have refufed to meddle with that 
“ affair. °Tis a fad thing, that every perfon who will not 
“fubferibe all thofe canons, fhould be deprived of his of- 
‘, * fice. The belief of fo many articles, upon pain of ex- 

‘communication, was never preferibed either in the pri- 

*mitive church, or in any reformed church.” 
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After all, the fentence was not figned by the members of 
the fynod, but only by the fecretaries Damman and Hom. 
mus. “Lis no difficult thing to guefs at the reafon of it. 

Some foreign divines expreffed a great uneafinefs at the 
tranfactions of the fynod againft the Remonftrants. They 
faid, “ The Remonftrants have been wronged: they fhould 
*‘ not have been treated in that manner. We have been 
“* :mpofed upon by the moderator and his cabal, who formed 
“a fynod among themfelves, and concerted in private thofe 
“ things, which they had a mind to bring to a good iflue.” 
Martinus told his friends: ‘“ I believe now, what St. Gre. 
** gory Naztanzen fays, that he had never feen any council, 
** which had a happy fuccefs, but rather increafed the evil, 
** inftead of removing it. I declare, as well as that father, 
“ that I fhall never more fet my foot in any fynod. 0 
“ Dort! Dort! would to GOD I had never feen thee!” 
The fame divine having met a Remontftrant, told him, Th 
fynod is a mere farce, in which the politicians a the main 
part. 

May 6. The fynod met in the morning. There. was a 
great concourfe of people. The moderator faid a prayer 
in which he begged of GOD, that the work of that day 
might have a happy fuccefs. Afterwards, the members of 


the fynod weut to the Great Church, two and two, with 
great pomp and folemnity, The moderator then afcended 


the pulpit, and read a Latin prayer, which lafted about half 


an hour; He praifed GOD for the prefervation and reftoe 


ration of the church: he charged the Remonftrants with 
corrupting her doétrine; he mentioned the good effets 
which the fynod had produced, and gave thanks to GOD 
for the unanimity of that aflembly. That prayer being end- 
ed, he told the people, that the folemn affembly of that day 
had been called, that they might hear the publication of the 
canons which the fynod had unanimoufly agreed upon by 
the grace of GOD. 

Afterwards. the fecretary Damman afcended the fame 


pulpit, and read the preface to the canons, and the decrees 
that 
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that concerned the firft article of the Remonftrants. Then 
being out of breath, he yielded his place to his colleague 
Hommius, who read the canons upon the fecond, third, 
and fourth articles, and then, being hoarfe, He came down, 
and Damman read tke canons upon the fifth article, and 
the conclufion. He read alfo the names of all the divines 
and elders, who had fubfcribed the canons: and every one 
of them when he heard his name, took off his hat, to fhew 
his approbation. In-the next place, Damman read the fen- 
tence againft the Remonftrants, and the certificate of the 
commiflioners, whereby they teftified that whatever had 
been read, was faithfully reported. 

The fame day, at fix o’clock in the evening, the commifs 
fioners, read to the Kemonftrant minifters the fentence be- 
fore mentioned, and ordered them not to leave the town. 
Epe/copius anfwered the commiflioners in the following man- 
ner. ‘ Is this all, my lords? Well! we blefs GOD and 
“our Saviour Jefus Chrift, that he has counted us worthy 
to fuffer this reproach tor his fake. We know, that we 
have atted with a good con{cience, and are not guilty of 
the crimes laid to our charge. ‘We are very glad to know 
by whom, and for what, we are condemned. We are 
condemned by our profefled enemies, as you know ve- 
ry well. We are condemned for having conftantly main- 
tained, by word of mouth, and in writing, the doéirine 
agreeable to piety, and for oppofing fome opinions, which 
we believe to be prejudicial to holinefs. We have done 
our duty. “Tis enough for us that we have fet the can- 
dle upon the candleftick, in the prefence of your lord- 
fhips and the fynod; if you have not received the light, 
‘tis not our fault. You muft at the laft day give an ac- 
count of the reafons for which you have treated us in that 
manner ; and we with, that in that day you be not dealt 
with, as we have been. In a word, we appeal to the 
great Judge who will try the living and the dead, whofe 
“judgment will be juft, and before whom we, the fynod, 
“and your lordfhips are all to appear. As for what con- 
*cerns the order not to leave the town, we will confult 
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** about it; GOD and our confcience, and we fhall a& in 


“ this refpeét, as we think our duty requires.” 

The opinions of divines about that aflembly, are widely 
different. - Fames Cappai, proteflor at Sedan, commends the 
equity of the fathers of the council of Dort. Peter du Mou- 
din, paftor of the Reformed church at Parts, fays, that for 
feveral ages there had been no ecclefiaftical aflembly more ho. 
ly, and more ufeful to the church, and that the Remonftrants 
were quite difheartened at the fight of that venerable fynod, 

Others {peak quite the contrary. Lewes du Moulzn, pro- 
feflor of hiftory at Oxford, expreffles himfelf thus. “ The 
“* ancient councils met only in order to do what emperors 
““and kings required from them. Thus the fecond coun. 
** cil of Nice eftablifhed the worfhip of images, becaufe the 
“‘ emprefs /rene defired it. On the contrary, her fucceffors, 
** who were called Jconomachi, called fome councils to fup- 
** prefs that worfhip. Had the States-General of the Unit- 
“‘ ed Provinces favoured the Remonftrants, they might have 
*‘ very eafily called an Armzntan fynod. The fathers of 
** that council were both judges and parties: and- confe- 
* quently, the Arminians mult needs have been. caft before 
“‘ that tribunal.—They had therefore good reafons not to 
* fubmit to the authority of the fynod of Dort.” ‘The fa- 
mous Marc ‘Antony de Domints fays, in a letter to Fofeph 
Hall, “1 cali you:and your colleagues to witnefs, as to what 
** you have approved in the fynod of Dort. | It is not what 
“* the church of England prefcribes in her confeffion of faith: 
“ tis the doftrine of Calvin. ‘Though you left that fynod 
* cunningly, you have concurred to the condemnation of the 
“poor Remonftrants, to their excommunication and expul- 
“‘ fion; and yet they believed nothing, that was contraly 
** to the confeflion of your church. They followed the pure 
** doétrine of the primitive church. The Englifh thoulé 
** not have concerned themfelves in that controverfy, if they 
“‘ were not willing to judge of it according to the doctrine 
“ of the church; for they ought at leaft to tolerate all the 
“ catholic do&rines, which are not inconfiftent with theit 


*t confeflion of faith, I] gave that advice to Dr. Goad, yout 
{uc- 
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- “ fucceffor ; but he has alfo approved the errors and the feve- 


“rity of the Calvzna/ts. The fynod atied with worldly views : 
“« their main defign was to prevent Barnevalt’s party from 
“ being fupported by the Remonflranis, and prevailing over 
*‘ the oppofite faétion.” 

In June, the Remonftrants of fome cities in Holland, 
prefented feveral petitions to the ftates of that province, re- 
quefting the public exercife of their rehygion. In fome.o- 
ther towns, the Remonftrants met in private, ‘The court 
of Holland put out a placard againft fuch affemblies ; and the 
committee of the ftates ordered, that every body fhould con- 
form to the judgment of the fynod. 

Soon after a letter of confolation, addreffed to the church 
es of the Remonttrants, was difperfed ajl oyer the province. 
I fhall fet down fome paflages of it. 

“ The doétrine of the gofpel is now polluted by the old 
errors of the Mamcheans. Weare taught, that COD has 
created one man for falvation, and another for damnation, 
by an albfolyte will; or at leaft that immediately after ther 
“ birth, he defigns they fhould be faved, or damned. That 
whatever happens, good or evil, murders, adulierties, and 
fuch other things, ws pre-ordained, and happens neceffarily. 
That the fall of Adam was decreed ; and even, that he was 
‘ created that he mght fall: That the Ele are chofen with- 
out any regard to ther faith, and the Reprobate are rejett- 
ed without any regard to ther unbelief. That the Ele are 
converted by an.arrefiflible power, and the Reprobate cannot 
be converted, becaufe GOD will not grant them fufficient 
grace. That GOD defires the falvation of all men by hrs 
revealed untl, and the Jalvation of few people by his fecret 
“wil: That Chrift has fhed his precious blood only for a 
“ {mall number of men, and not for the fins of the whole 
“world: That the Elect cannot fall from faving grace, what- 
“ever fens they commit, nor lofe faith entirely, though their 
** fins be ever fo great and enormous : That a man who is el &- 
“ed will always perfevere in the faith, that in cafe he falts 
“ anto any great fin, he cannot die whilft he perfifis in that 
“fn. And GOD mufl neceffarily work his converfion before 
his 
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hts death.’———Some of thofe errors have been approv. 
ed by the fynod of Dort ; others have been pafled over 
in filence becaule too odious, and yet they fuffered that ma- 
ny fhould teach thofe abominations, and {pread them a- 
mong the people. Endeavours have alfo been ufed to 
‘ foften fome rigid and fcandalous articles, but the things 
‘ themfelves have been preferved, the better to deceive the 
vulgar. Whoever examines the canons of the fynod at. 
‘tentively, will eafily obferve, that this affembly eftablith- 
es throughout, the abfolute eleétion of one man, and the 
abfolute reprobation of another. Dear brethren, if you 
believe that GOD is mercifu/, you cannot maintain without 
blafphemy, that he has created the greateft part of man- 
kind to deltroy them: or, as the fynod exprefies it, that 
he has predcftinated to. damnation, or rejected, moft of thofe 
who fellin Adam, without allowing them to have any fhare 
mm the falvation Chrift has procured for men. If you be- 
lieve that GOD is wife, you cannot believe that he has 
created men to make them unhappy forever. If you be- 
lieve, that GOD is ju/f, can yon fancy that he punithes 
men by refufing to fave them, without any regard to their 
fins and unbelief? Laftly, if you believe that he is fn- 
cere, will you believe that he offers falvation to fome men 
outwardly and in appearance, without any defign to 
fave them by his internal and fecret will? It is there 
fore true that thofe, who teach fuch a doétrine, change 
the goodne{s of GOD into cruelty, his wifdom into fol- 
ly, bis juftice mto myuftice, and his fincerity into hypo- 

‘ crily.—_——-Chriftians ought not to perfecute ; but out 
adverfaries have introduced perfecution, by depriving out 
minifters of their livings, banifhing them from their coun- 
try, and forbidding the exercife of our religion. They per- 
fecute us by employing againft us all forts of civil and m'- 
litary officers, baylifis, ferjeants, foldiers and the wateh, 
and railing the mob againft us. The unjuft banifhment 
of thofe, who have been expelled from the country, like 
wretches, who did not deferve to breathe in it, exceeds 
ail other feverities, Our adyerfaries violate the law of 
nations, 
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nations, and the public faith; by virtue of whicli thofe 
who are cited to a fynod, ought to expeét to be proteét- 
ed by it; for if they were not allowed to go home again, 
would any body appear betore fuch aflemblies ? The cour 
cil of Conflance will always be intamous for retain- 
ing and burning John Hu/s, who went thither with a 
fafe-conduG&. The couricil of Zrent, mote juft and equi- 
table than the fynod of Dort, granted the Prote/lants a 
fafe-conduct, and did not break their promife to thofe, 
who repaired to that affembly. Except the council of 
Conftance, there is no inftance of fuch a feandalous pro- 
ceeding as that of the fynod of Dort. Fifteen minifteis 
have been detained, like prifoners,; for the fpace of feven 
months, without allowing them to fee their wives and re- 
lations ; and after the conclufion of the fynod, have been 
banrfhed, without fuffering them to {peak with their wives 
and friends. What a feandal for the Unzted Provinces to 
violate a fafe-condutt!—The Holy Spirit did not prefide 
in that fynod, but Bogerman, a man full of gall and bitter- 
nefs, who maintained that heretics ought to be put to death. 
After a public reading of the fentence againft the Remon- 
ftrants in the Great Church, there was a magnificent featt: 
‘Fhe trumpets founded: Rhemih wine was drank plenti- 
fully: all the fathers of the council were full of worldly 
mirth. The apoftles held a council;* but it did not con- 
clude with rejoicings, After all, the members of the fy- 
ned of Dort were only men hable to error, governed by 
the commiflioners of the ilates, and they made no decrees 
but fuch as were acceptable to them. They have aéted 
in all their proceedings by mere political views, and not 
by a principle of confeience, and according to the word 
of GOD. They had a mind to deferve a fine prefent. 
And indeed, gold-medals were afterwards given to the fo- 
reign divines, and filver ones to the natives.. Was there 
ever any other fynod or cowncil, in which medals were 
diftributed ? Their canons are partly falfe, and partly 





“fallacious: fome are true; and the Remonftrants might 


** fubfcribe 


* A&s xv, 
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“* fubfcribe them as well as their adverfaries. They have 
** pafled over in filence the rigid doéirines of Calvin, Beza, 
‘and Gomarus, without condemning them: and they fuffer 
“ thofe abominable opinions to remain ftill in the church 


* of GOD.” 


End of the Account of the Synod of Dort. 
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The Examination of TiLeNus before the Triers; tn order t 
has intended Settlement in the office of a public Preacher in 
the Commonwealth of Eutopia. 


[Wrote by one who was prefent at the Synod of Dort.] 


[Continued from page 119.] 


Dr. Dudrous. HESE are all the very expreffions of 
that GOD whom we ferve, into whole 
gracious arms we fo earneftly defire to bring you. 

Tilenus Infidelis. If you could teach me how to recon- 
cile thefe expreflions to the do¢érine of your /ynod, 1 thould 
fay fomething, but that is impoflible. 

Mr. Simudans. 1 fhall willingly undertake that work, as 
hard as you make it, to gain your foul out of the ftate of 
infidelity. There is a three-fold diftin€tion-ufed among our 
divines, that will untie the knot prefently. 1. Mr. Calvin 
(on Ezed. xviii. 23.) hath very learnedly obferved, that GOD 
hath two wills, one outward and revealed, whereby he doth 
moft fweetly invite finners to his grace, and moft gracioufly 
calls them to repentance, feeming as though he were earneftly 
defirous of their falvation; the other will is inward and fe 
eret, which is irrefiftible, and takes effed infallibly, and by this 
he brings, through ways unavoidable, toa flate and courfe of 
fin here, and to eternal damnation hereafter. Now you mutt 


underftand thofe places of fcripture, of GOD's outward 
and 
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ave and revealed will, which is rneffeual; not of his cnwa rd and 
eza, § fecret will, which is irrefiftible. 
fer Tilenus Infidelis. A very ufeful diftinétion, and tending 
rch much to the honour of yourGOD. Homer was much more 
honeft than you or your GOD, who fays, Who /peaks con- 
trary to what he means, ought to be held a common enemy, and 
hated as the gates of hell. But perhaps your fecond diftinc- 
tion may be more fatisfaétory. I pray, let us have that. 
Mr. Simulans. When ’tis faid, that GOD would have 
all men to be faved, the word [all | is to be underftood, nov 
: de fingulis generum, but de generibus fingulorum: not for all 
rte of every kind, but for fome few only of every fort and na- 
Tim tion. 


Tilenus Infidelis. Methinks, Sir, (if this be the meaning 

of the words) the fcripture might have faid with far more 

| reafon, thatGOD will have all men to be damned, {ince of every 
nation and condition the number of the damned far exceed 

the number of the faved, and reafon requires, that the deno- 

mination fhould be made according to the major part. But 







1s of perhaps your third diftinétion will help this out ! 
thofe * Mr. Semulans. The will of GOD, is either approbans 
tantum, or elle, approbans et ejficiens pfmul. GOD (we fay) 
con- will have all men to be converted and faved approdative, non 
ould effective; he approves of it and likes it well in himfelf, that 
all men be converted and faved, but he wills it not effe@ive- 
k, as ly, that is, he hath decreed the contrary, not to give them 
re of means necellary to the attainment of it. 
s our Tilenus Infidelis. This diftinétion is no lefs abfurd than 
abe the former. ‘That your GOD fhould appoint by a fecret, 
OD § abfolute, and irrevocable decree, that thofe things which he 
doth hates and abhors, fhould be moft praétifed, and thofe which 
oufly he loves and likes fhould be omitted: this 1s fo inconfiftent 
fly | with that infinite wifdom and goodne/s, which you proclaim 
J fe to be in him, that I cannot find myfelf, in any meafure in- 
this clined to acknowledge him the governor of the world. I ) 
> of fufpect rather that you have a defign to make me become a 
uft profelyte to the Maniheans, who profefs two principles, a 
nasil wicked one as well as a good one: and haying acknowledged | . 
and x my, | 
r 


. 
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my perfuafion of a good GOD, who loveth righteoufnefs, 
and hateth iniquity, you tempt me to believe a weched god 


aout 








alfo, who is the author of all evil, and in perpetual hofblity } 
againft the former. It were fo great an impeachment ofhis 
fincerity, that no civil perfon would endure to have his words i 
fo interpreted, as you interpret thofe of your gofpel, the un. } 









avoidable confequence whereof is, that your GOD is the ¢rue 
author of all the fins and wickedne/s of this world, both paft, 
prefent, and to come. 

Mr. Fatality. We fay, GOD is the caufe of the exif. 
ence, but not of the effence (if I may fo fpeak) of fin; as 
he that drives a Jame horfe is the caufe of his halting, but 
not of his lamenefs. 

Tilenus Infidels. ‘This diftinétion will hardly help the 
lame dog over the ftile. For he, that drives a horfe un- 
avoidably into that motion, which neceffarily caufeth his fir 
halting, is certainly the caufe of his lamenefs: and fo did 
your GOD drive Adam (according to your doétrine) into the 
firft fin; which made him and his pofterity halt ever fince, 

Mr. Fatality. You muft diftinguith the materiality of fin, 
from the formality of it; or the a& from the deformity. 
GOD, we fay, is the caufe of the a, or the materiality; 
but not of the formality, the defedt or obliquity of it. 

Tilenus Infidelis. reply, 1. That there are fins of oms/- 
fron, which happen (according to your doétrine) by — 
the offender is deprived of neceffary and /ufficeent grace, t 
perform the duty; and thefe fins are not capable of ‘ad 
diftinétion : and if the deficient caufe, in things neceffary, 
be the effictent, you know to whom fuch fins are to be.im- 

- puted. 2. There are fins of commeffion, not capable of that 
diftinétion neither; as in blafphemy, murder, adultery, where- 
in the a@ is not to be diftinguifhed from the exordztancy. 
Were fuch a diftinétion allowable before GOD, every tranf- 
greffor might fhew a fair acquittance, and juftly plead { Not 
guilty.] The adulterer might fay, he went in to his adulte- 
refs, as a woman, not as She was married to another man; 
and that he humbled her for procreation, or for a remedy of 
his concupi/cence, not for injury to her hufband, The blaf- 
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phemer might fay, what he fpake was, to make ufe of the 
faculty of Speech, which GOD had given hun, ond not /0 
difhonour the Almighty. And fo | ‘might every offender have 
leave, by virtue of this diftinétion, to " parate his finful ad 
from the enormity of it) every fin would become a miracle ; 
that is, it would be an accident, without a fubjeft. If your 
GOD ftands in need of this logic himfelf, there is all the 
reafon in the world, that (when he fits in judgment) he fhould 
allow the benefit thereof to others. But, 3. The greatelt 
doctors of your fynod have written, that GOD doth prede/- 
tinate men, as well to the means, as to the end: but the na- 
tural ad (granting your diftinétion) is not the caufe of man’s 
damnation, as it is an ad, but only as it is fa. And there- 
fore thofe unfortunate wretches, whom the abfolute pleafure 
of your GOD hath invincibly chained to the fatal decree of 
reprobation, can no more abftain from following fin, [the 
means,| than avoid damnation, [the woful end,| to which 
they are fo peremptorily defigned. 

Mr. Fatality. We do not defire, that you fhould launch 
out any further into that unfordable aby fs of horror, [the 
decree o of eternal reprobation.| It is more for your comfort, 
to make your calling and ele&tion fure ; to get an intereft 
in Jefus Chrift th rough faith; by whofe means the eternal 
decree of mercy may be acc ounplithed to you. 

Tilenus Infidelis. If the decree of GOD be really fuch, 
as you propound it, my endeavours would be to as little pur- 
pofe, as your inftruétion 1s like io be ; for, if every man be 
enrolled from ail eternity in one of thofe two fatal books of 
hfe or death, it is as impoflible to be blotted out of either, as 
ra GOD to deny himfelt. 
your importunity ? 


To what end then ferves all 


Mr. Impertenent. It were too great an arrogance in us, 
to pry into GOD’s fecrets. Till he gives us a key to unlock 
that cabinet, we muft not undertake to read the myfieries he 
hath locked up init. There are vifible marks, by which 
we may difcern the ele from the reprobate; and thofe we 
muft refleé& upon, to the making out of our affurance. And, 
becaufe our vocation is the next faving benefit, that refults 
from 
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from our eleétion, and it is uncertain, when GOD will vouch. 
fate 1t to us, whether at the third, or at the fixth, or at the 
ninth, or at the laft hour of our lives; therefore every one 
ought to keep himfelf in readinefs, to anfwer when GOD 
knocks, and to obey when he calls. 

Tilenus Infidels. i itbe fo great an arrogance, to pry 
into thefe fecrets; why do you fo pofitively define them, and 
fo peremptorily obtrude your definitions upon others ? But, 
2. If all men be infallibly inlifled under one of thofe two 
regiments, of eledfton or reprobation, and we be not able to 
diftinguifh to which we belong, till GOD is pleafed to call us, 
and give us our fpecial marks; and that vocation be not in 
our own power to procure; fure it were a huge prefumpti- 
on, to attempt thus to prevent the will of GOD, and anti. 
cipate the decrees of Heaven; notwithftanding, it 1s a part 
of our faith, (as you define it) that we muft needs ftay, tll 
that /aving call of GOD doth ring fo Joud in our ears, that 
it is impofhible, we fhould be deaf or difobedient to it. 

Dr. Confidence. None, but a reprobate, would argue after 
this manner. , 

Tilenus Infidelis. If you be of that opinion, I will hear 
no more of your inftruétions ; for I underftand, it is one of 
your tenets, that the gofpel is preached to the greateft pam 
of the world, to no other end but to aggravate their condem- 
nation: as it is recorded by Mr. Ca/vin, that GOD doth 
dire&t his word unto fuch, that they may become the more 
deaf ; and that he doth fet his light before them, of purpe e, 
to make them the more blind. (Init. Il]. c. xxiv. §.13.] And 
if. this be the infinite wefdom, goodne/s, and juftice of your 
GOD, thofe, at whofe ears there never arrived any intelli- 
gence of him, are more happy, or, at leaft, lefs miferable, 
than thofe, who are brought into fome acquaintance with 
him, and yet cannot believe, becaufe the notice they have 
of him, through his own unprovoked reftraint, is not at- 
tended with grace neceflary to work belief in them. 

Mr. Impertinent. We advife you to betake yourfelf to 
your prayers, that thefe thoughts of your heart may be for- 
given you; and that GOD would put you into a better wae 

Tilenus 








ch. 


the 
one 


ID 


pry 
and 
sut, 
LWwO 
e [0 
us, 
t in 
pti- 
ntt- 
part 
ull 
that 


fter 


lear 
e of 
pant 
em- 
loth 
nore 
D0 é, 
And 
our 
elli- 
ble, 
vith 
lave 

at- 


to 
[OT 


nd. 


THE EXAMINATION OF TILENUS. 165 


Tilenus Infidelis. 1 am weary of thefe abfurd contradic- 
tions: for if the bef! works of the unregenerate be not only 
unfruitful, but hurtful, (as they are accounted by vou) and 
it be zmpoffible to pleafe GOD without faith; my prayers, in 
this ftate of infidelity, will rather provoke that GOD, you 
advife me to pray unto, than propitiate and appeafe him. 

By this you fee, with what fuccels you are able to manage 
your plea (according to your principles) behalf of your 
GOD, againft an znjide/. Perhaps you may come off better, 
in your attempt to corre? a wicked chriflian : I defire there- 
fore, in the next place, that you would make proof of your 
difcipline upon Tilenus Carnalts. 

Mr. Fatality. Herein'l fthall make no great difficulty, 
if the power of reafon can but faften upon your underfland- 
ing, or the tie of religion upon your confcience, ‘or the 
fenfe of gratitude upon your affections. Do but refleé up- 
en thofe obligations, which Almighty GOD hath laid upon 
you, im your creation and redemption, he hath a fair ti- 
tle to your beft obedience, by right of dominion, in regard 
of that excellent nature and being, he freely conferred upon 
you ; but a ftronger title, (if ftronger may be) by the right 
of a purchafe, made by no Jower price than his own blood. 
Thefe obligations as common equity hath drawn them up, 
fo your own ingenuity hath drawn you to fubfcribe and feal 
them. You have been folemnly devoted to GOD, and lift- 
ed a fworn foldier under the banner of your Redeemer. 
Are you under his pay, and fight againft his intereft ? Do 
you wear his livery, and eat his provifions, and expeét his 
reward, and yet {pend your time, and ftrength, and talents, 
in the fervice of his mortal enemy ? How execrable is the 
facrilege of this ingratitude and rebellion? Remember it 
will not be long, ere the juflice of GOD fends the trumpet 
of.the law, (which will be fo much the fhriller, if it be 
founded by the hollow lungs of death) to give your now-fe- 
cure con{fcience a hot alarum ; asd when you are once awa- 
kened with the tefror of thofe dreadful threatenings, you 
will be amazed at the horror of that apprehenfion, when you 
fhall behold all thofe {warm s of fin, you are guilty of, muf 
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tered up in their feveral ranks and files, to charge and fight 
againit you ; for the momentary and trifling pleafures where. 
of, you have fo improvidently forfeited all the comforts 
of a good confcience, and -refrefhments of the Holy Ghof, 
with your portion in heaven, and your intereft in GOD’s 
favour: in exchange whereof, like a foolifh merchant, you 
have procured nothing but the coals of eternal vengeance, 
and the flames of hell, which your fins have thruft wide 
open, ready to fwallow up and devour you, unlefs you 
prefently prevent 1t, by an unfeigned repentance, and uni- 
verfal reformation. 

Tilenus Carnalis. Sir, I befeech you, fuffer not your zeal 
to tran[port you beyond the rule of facred truth, left, while 
you pretend to honour GOD on earth, you caft reproach 
upon his eternal defigns in heaven. I am jealous, Tilenus 
Infidelzs hath fo difturbed your paffions, that you know not 
where you are; for you have quite forgotten your princi. 
ples, and feem to have loft your creed in your commant- 
ments. Recolleé& your fenfes, and recall your wandering 
fancy. Is it not one of the articles of your creed, that all 
the good or evil whatfoever, that happens in the world, doth 
come to pafs by the immutable decree of GOD, and hisel: 
feéiual ordinance? That the firft caufe doth fo powerfully 
guide and impel all fecond caufes, and the will of man a 
magpeft-the reft, that they cannot poflibly ether ad or fuffer, 
fooner than they do, nor in any other manner? I am for- 
ry, Iam no more mafter of myfelf, and mine own actions, 
that I am fo divefted of my liberty ; and carry a nature % 
bout me fo debauched, that I cannot chufe but be carried 
captive under the power of thofe fins, that reign in me. But 
(my comfort is) 1 am affured by the judgment of fuch found 
divines as yourfelf, that the fecret will of GOD (which pro 
cured Judas’s weafon, no lefs than Paul’s conv erfion) hath 
fo decreed it. And you know, it is not in my power, 1 
procure a wret of ejed/ment, to caft out that fin which come 
in, and keeps pofleffion, by the uncontroulable order ol 
the divine predeflination. I cannot get grace, when GOD 
will not give it me; nor keep it, when he is pleafed to take 
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it from me. I have no dure to throw out, that the dove of 
heaven will vouchfate to ftoop unto. The Spirit blows 
where he pleafes, in/pires whom he pleafes, retires when he 
pleafes, and returns where he pleajes. And fo it he comes 
with an intent to amend me, it will be as impoffible to. put 
him back, as it is now to draw him on. It were an intole- 
rable prefumption in me, to make myfelf fo much a tafk- 
mafter over the Holy Spirit, as to prefcribe him the time 
and hour, when he {hall effeét that work for me, whereun- 
tol am able to contribute no more than to mine own birth 
or refurre€tion. I can affirm with confidence, I never was 
fo much an atheift, as to entertain the leaft diftruftful thought 
of the divine power. When he hath been four days dead, 
Lazarus may be raifed; and the more putrid Iam, in my 
corruptions, the triumphs of the divine grace will be {fo 
much the more glorious, in my reftitution ; but it may be 
the laft hour of the day with me, before the day-fpring doth 
thus vifit me. In the mean while, to fhew my deteftation 
of that arrogant doétrine of the Arminians, I will not ftrive 
to do the leaft endeavour towards piety, left, by attribu- 
ting fome liberty to myfelf, I fhould eclipfe the glory of 
GOD’s grace ; which I acknowledge as well moft free in her 
approaches, as arrefi/lidle in her working. I confefs for 
the prefent, my fins have brought fuch a damp upon me, 
that he doth not afford me grace to cry Abba, Father. Ne- 
verthelefs, I have fometimes had fome heavenly motions 
in my heart, as could be breathed from no other, than the 
Spirit of the Almighty. Therefore 1 am now perfuaded, 
nothing fhall be able to /eparate me from the love of GOD 
towards me, in Chrift Fefus. This faith is rooted ina rock 
which all the powers of darknefs are not able to root Up 5 
though, to your prefent apprehenfion (for want of the fruits 
of piety) it be as trees and herbs in winter. Befides being 
one ot GOD's edeé?, (as every one is bound to believe, ac- 
cording to the doétrine of the fynod) it follows that my fin, 
though ever fo abominable, doth co-operate to my falvation 
yea, and that my pardon is fealed already. And this, Mr. 
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Fatility, you intimate yourfelf in your exhorting me to re. 
pentance ; for repentance (you know) is of no worth with. 
out faith ; and faith itfelt 1s defeétive, except it believes the 


forgivenefs of all fins; paft, audto come. However, if | 
be a reprobate, (which no temptation fhall induce me to 
believe contrary to my duty, as I am inftructed by the fynod) 
yet, unlefs you have a commiffion to difannul the decrees 
of heaven, your threatenings and exhortations cannot avail 
me; but may do me this difadvantage, that they may anti. 
cipate my hell-terrors, and torment me before the time. 

Mr. Tuke-o'trujt. I like it well, you are fo fully perfua. 
ded of the all-fufhciency of divine grace, and fo averfe to 
the proud conceits of the Armiaians. But | bewail your 
dangerous error in one thing, as a likely foundation of all 
practical mifcarriages. 

Tilenus Carnalis. 1 befeech you, what may that be? I 
fhould be glad to have it difcovered to me. 

Mr. Take-o'truff. Becaufe (as you argued very well) 
the Holy Spirit doth zmmedtately produce repentance in the 
finner’s heart, therefore you feem to fet light by the ord- 
nance of the word; and this is a dangerous error; for the 
word, with threatenings and exhortations is the means by 
which the Holy Ghoit worketh to the converfion and cot 
retiion of a finner. 

Tidenus Carnalis. When we take our principles, with- 
out any examination, upon the credit of our admired au- 
thors, we are apt to embrace their contradiétions as points 
of faith, and their abfurdities as parts of our beliel. 
And fo it hath happened to yourfelf; for obferve, that 
manner of working only is called tnmediate, wherein no 
means concur. Now, if the repentance and converfion 
ot a finner be attributed to the immediate working of the 
Holy Ghoft, it implies a contradi¢iion to fay, that exhor- 
tations and threatenings are the means thereof. Befides, the 
very effence of an inftrument is placed in the fitnefs it hath 
for the ufe to which it is defigned: fo a knife is a knife im 
that refpeét only, that it has an aptitude to cut; an eye is 
therefore an eye, becaufe it is apt to fee, So every m- 
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frrument hath a fuitable fitnefs to that office, for which it 
is defigned ; and therein lies its fubferviency to the prin- 
cipal efficient. 

Mr. Take-o'truft. By this very reafon, I conclude the 
mintfiry ot the word to be the means and inftrument of the 
finner’s converfion and repentance ; for it is moft apt to in- 
form his underftanding of his duty, and to quicken his will 
and affections to follow it. 

Tilenus Carnalis. Sir, you are much miftaken: indeed, 
if that would ferve the turn, there are excellent arguments 
to work upon a reafonable creature: but this is the very 
thing, that the Armntans plead for. Our fynod teaches us 
otherwile ; namely, that the conve.‘fion of a finner cannot 
be wrought, but by an impreflion of grace, that is :rrefi/lible, 
to which effeét the mznz/fry of the word (as exhortations and 
commands, promifes and threatenings) can no more avail, 
than to the raifing of the dead, or the creation of the world. 

Mr. Impertinent. We read, at the raifing up of Lazarus, 
and the creation of the world, that GOD /pake the word, 
and it was done. Gen. i. 3—6. ohn xi. 43) 

Tulenus Carnalis. The word, that produced thofe effeéts, 
was not the word of exhortation, but the word of his power, 
Heb. 1. 3. And as there could be no refffance made againtt 
that power, exerted and put forth for that creation and re/ur- 
reciton; fo your fynod teach us to believe, that that power, 
which effects the converfion of a finner, is equally arreffl- 
thle. Butthat the meaz/try of the word hath no fuch power, 
appears too manifeftly in the frequent fruftration of it. This, 
therefore, having no aptitude to fuch an ufe or office, (which 
nothing but an irref/lible force can accomplifh) it can, with 
no propriety of fpeech, be faid to be the means and infirus 
ment thereof, 
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SERMON IV, 


On LUKE gu. 7. 


Even the very hairs of your head are all numbered. 


HE doétrine of Divine Providence has been res 

newed by wife men tm all ages. It was believed | 
by many of the eminent heathens, not only philofophers, bus 
oratogs and poets. Innumerable are the teftimonies concern. 
ing it, which are feattered up and down in their writings: 
agreeably to that well known faying in Cicero, Decrum mo- 
deramine cunéla gert: That all things, all events in this 
world, are under the management of GOD. We might 
bring in a: cloud of witneffes to confirm this, were any fo 
hardy as to deny it. 

2. The fame truth is acknowledged at this day in mof 
parts of the world: yea, even in thofe nations which are fo 
barbarous, as not to know the ufe of letters. So when 
Paujfloobee, an Indian chiet of the Chica/aw nation in North- 
America, was afked, Why do you think the Beloved Ones 
(fo they term GOD) take care of you? He anfwered with 
out arty hefitation, ‘I was in the battle with the French, and 
the bullet went on this fide, and the bullet went on that fide: 
and this man died, and that man died. But I am alive fill: 
and by this I know that the Beloved Ones take care of me.” 

3. But although the ancient as well as modern heathens 
had fome conception of a Divine Providence, yet the con- 
ceptions which moft of them entertained concerning it, wer 
dark, confufed, and imperfe&t: yea, the accounts which 
the moft enlightened among them gave, were ufually con- 
tradictory toeach other. Add to this, that they were by 10 
means affured of the truth of thofe very accounts. They 
hardly dared to affirm any thing, but fpoke with the utmol 
caution and difidence. Infomuch that what Cicero himlelf, 
the author of that noble declaration, ventures to afirmm 
ool blood, at the cad of his long difpute upon the fubjett, 
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gmounts to no more than this lame and impotent conclufion, 
Mihi verifimthor videbatur Cotte oratio; “ What Cotta faid” 
(the perfon that argued in the defence of the Being and Pro- 
vidence of GOD) “ feemed to me more probable, than what 
his opponent had advanced to the contrary.” 

4. And it is no wonder. For only GOD himielf can 
give aclear, confiftent, perfeét account, (that is, as perfect 
as our weak underftanding can receive, in this our infant 
ftate of exiflence; or at leaft, as is confiflent with the defigns 
of his government) of his manner of governing the world. 
And this he hath done in his written word: all the oracles 
of GOD, all the feriptures, both of the Old Teflament and 
the New, defcribe fo many fcenes of Divine Providence.— 
It is the beautiful remark of a fine writer, ‘‘ Thofe who ob- 
jet to the Old Teflament im particular, that it is not a con- 
necied hiftory of nations, but only a congeries ef broken, 
unconnetted events, do not obferve the nature and defign of 
thefe writings. They do not fee, that feripture is The hz/- 
tory of GOD.” Thofe who bear this upon their minds, will 
eafily perceive, that the infpired writers never lofe fight 
of it; but preferve ome unbroken, conneéted chain, from 
the beginning to the end. All over that wonderful book, 
as Life and immortality (immortal life) is gradually brought 
to light, {o 1s Immanuel GOD with us, and his kingdom ruling 
over all. 

5. In the verfes preceding the text, our Lord has been 
arming his difciples againft the fear of man. Be not afraid 
(fays he, ver. 4.) of them that can kill the body, and afier have 
no more that they can do. He guards them againf this fear, 
firft, by reminding them of what was infinitely more terrible 
than any thing which man could infli€ : Jear him, who after 
he hath killed, hath power to caft into hell. He guards them 
farther againft it, by the confideration of an over-ruling pro- 
vidence. Are not five [parrows fold for two farthings ? And 
not one of them ts forgotten before GOD. Or, as the words 
are repeated by St. Matthew, with a very inconfiderable va- 
ration, (ch. x. ver. 29.) Not one of them fhall fall to the 
ground without your Father. But even the very hatrs of your 
head are all numbered. 6. We 
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6. We mult indeed obferve, that 
though repeated by both the evange! 
(though it anv one thinks xt does, he 
nocently) that GOD does lirerally number al! the havrs that 
are on the heads of all his creatures. But it is a proverhal 
exprefion, implying that nothing is fo {mall or in 
in the ficht of men, as not to be an object 
vidence of GOD, betore whom nothi na as fmall that con- 
cerns = happinels ot any of his creatures. 

7. There as fcarce any dotirine im the whole compafs of 
revelation, which 1s of deeper importance than this. 
at the fame time, there is icarce any that 1s fo little regard 
and perhaps fo little underftood. Let us ende: 
with the affiftance of GOD, to examine 
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the eye of an angel what is at a thoufand times greater dif- 
tance, (perhaps taking in the furface of the earth at one 
view); how fhall not the eyeot GOD fee every thing, through 
the whole extent of creation? L{pecially confidering that 
nothing is diflant from him; in whom we all dave and move 
and have our being. 

10. It is true, our narrow underflandings but imperfedily 
comprehend this. But whether we comprehend it or no, 
we are certain that fo itis. As certain as it is, that he cre- 
ated all things, and that he flill fuftains all that he has cre- 
ated: fo certain it is, that he is prefent, at all t:mes, in all 
places ; that he is above, beneath; that he befets us behind 
and before, and as it were, lays his hand uponus. We al- 


" 34 ; ’ 7 ' 
low, fuch knowledve ws too high and wonderful for us; we 


cannot attarn unto wt. ‘The manner of his prefence no man 
can explain, nor probably any angel in heaven, Perhaps 
what the ancient philofopher {peaks of the foul, in regard to 
its refidence in the body, that it 1s /o¢a en toto, & lotain qua- 
hibet parte, might in fome fenfe be fpoken of the omnipre- 
fent Spirit, in regard to the univerfe. ‘That he is not en- 
ly * allin the whole, but all in every part.” Be this as it 
may, it cannot be doubted but he fees every atom of his 
creation ; and that a thoufand times more clearly, than we 
fee the things that are clofe to us; even of thefe we fee on- 
ly the furface, while he fees the inmoft ellence of every 
thing. 

11. The omnipreient GOD fees and knows all the pro- 
perties of all the beings that he hath made. He knows all 
the connexions, dependencies and relations, and all the 
ways wherein one of them can affeét another. In particu. 
lar, he fees all the inanimate parts of the creation, whe- 
ther in the heavens above, or in the earth beneath. He 
knows how the flars, comets, or planets above, influence 
the inhabitants of the earth beneath: what influence the 
lower heavens, with their magazines of fire, hail, fnow, and 
vapours, winds and ftorms, have on our planet; And what 
effects may be produced in the bowels of the earth by fire, 
air, or water: what exhalations may be railed therefrom, 
and 
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and what changes wrought thereby ;: what effeéts every mi- 
neral or vegetable may have upon the children of men: al} 
thefe lie naked and open to the eye of the Creator and Pre. 
ferver of the univerfe. 

12. He knows all the animals in this lower world; whe. 
ther beafts, birds, fithes, reptiles or infeéts. He knows 
all the qualities and powers he hath given them, from the 
higheft to the loweft. He knows every good angel and eve. 
ry evil angel in every part of his dominions: and looks from 
heaven upon the children of men over the whole face of 
the earth, 

He knows alfo the hearts of the fons of men, and un. 
derflands all their thoughts. He fees what any angel, any 
devil, any man, cither thinks, or fpeaks, or does: yea and 
all they feel. He fees all their fufferings, with every cit- 
cumftance of them. 

19. And is the Creator and Preferver of the world un 
concerned for what he fees therein? Does he look upor 
thefe things either with a malignant or heedlefs eye? Is he 
an epicurean god? Does he fit at eafe in heaven, without 
regarding the poor inhabitants of the earth? It cannot be, 
He hath made us; not we ourfelves: and he cannot de- 
fpife the work of his own hands. We are his children. 
And can a mother forget the children of her womb? yea, 
they may forget: yet will not GOD forget us. On the 
contrary, he hath exprefsly declared, that as his. eyes are 
over all the earth, fo he is loving to every man, and his mer- 
ey ts aver all is works. Confequently he is concerned 
every moment, for what befals every creature upon earth: 
and more efpecially for every thing that befals any of the 
children of men, It is hard indeed to comprehend this? 
nay, it is hard to believe it; confidering the complicated 
wickednefs, and the complicated mifery, which we fee on 
every fide. But believe it we muft, unlefs we will make 
GOD a liar, although it is fure, no man can comprehend 
it. It behoves us then, to humble ourfelves before GOD, 
and to acknowledge our ignorance. Indeed, how can we 
expeét thata man fhould be able to comprehend. the ways 
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of GOD ? Can a worm comprehend a worm? How 
much lefs can it be fuppofed, that a man can comprehend 


GOD? 
For how can finite meafure Infinite ?” 


14. He is infinite in wifdom as well as in power : and 
all his wifdom is continually employed in managing all the 
affairs of his creation for the good of all his creatures. For 
his wifdom and goodnefs go hand in hand: they are infe- 
parably united, and continually aét in concert with Almigh- 
ty power, for the real good of all his creatures. His pow- 
er being equal to his wifdom and goodnefs, continually co- 
operates with them. And to him all things are poflible. 
He doth whatfoever pleafeth him, 1n heaven and earth, and 
in the fea and all deep places. And we cannot doubt of 
his exerting all his power, as in fullaining, fo in governing 
all that he has made. 

5. Only he that can do all things elfe cannot deny him- 
felf: re cannot counteract himfelf, or oppofe his own work, 
Were it not for this, he would deftroy all fin, with its at- 
tendant pain, in a moment. He would abolifh wickednefs 
out of his whole creation, and fuffer no trace of it to re- 
main. But in fo doing he would countera¢t himfelf, he 
would altogether overturn his own work, and undo ail that 
he has been doing, fince he created man upon the earth. 
For he created man in his own image : a {pirit, like him- 
felt; a fpirit endued with underftanding, with will, or af- 
fettions, and liberty: without which neither his underftand- 
ing, nor his affeétions could have been of any uf: nei- 
ther would he have been capable either of vice or virtue. 
He could not be a moral agent, any more than a tree or 
aftone. If therefore GOD were thus to exert his power 
there would certainly be no more vice: but it is equally 
certain, neither could there be any virtue in the world. 
Were human liberty taken away, men would be as inca- 
pable of virtue as ftones. Therefore (with reverence be 
it {poken) the Almighty himfelf cannot do this thing He 
canuot thus contradict himfelf, or undo what he has done. 
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He cannot defiroy, out ofthe foul of man, that image of 
humfelf wherein he made him. And without doing this, he 
cannot abolifh fin and pain out of the world. But were 
it to be done, it would imply no wifdom at all; but bare. 
ly a ftroke of omnipotence. Whereas all the manifold wif- 
dom of GOD (as well as all his power and goodnefs) is 
difplayed in governing man as man; not as a flock or a 
flone, but as an intelligent and free {pirit, capable of choo. 
fing either good or evil. Herein appears the depth of the 
wifdom of GOD, ia his adorable providence! In govern. 
ing men, fo as not to deflroy either their underftanding, 
will, or liberty. He commands all things both in heaven 
and earth, to aflift man, in attaining the end of his being, 
wm working out his own falvation ; fo far as it can be done, 
without compulfion, without over-ruling his hberty. An 
attentive inguirer may eafily difcern the whole frame of di- 
vine providence is fo conftituted, as to afford man every 
poffible help, in order to his doing good and efchewing 
evil, which can be done without turning man into a ma- 
chine ; without making him incapable of virtue or vice, 
reward or puniihment. 

16. Mean time it has been remarked by a pious writer, 
that there is (as he expreffes it) a threefold circle of divine 
providence, over and above that which prefides over the 
whole univerfe. We do not now fpeak of that over-ruling 
hand, which governs the inanimate creation; which ful- 
tains the fun, moon and flars in their flations, and guides 
their motions; we do not refer to his care of the animal 
creation, every part of which we know is under his g0- 
vernance, who giveth food unto the cattle and feedeth the 
young ravens that call upon him; but we here {peak of that 
fuperintending providence which regards the children of 
men. Lach of thefe is eafily diftinguifhed from the others, 
by thofe who accurately obferve the ways of GOD. The 
eutermoft circle includes the whole race of mankind, all 
the defcendants of Adam, all the human creatures that are 
difperfed over the face of the earth. This comprifes not on- 
ly the chriltian world, thofe that name the name of Chrift, 
but 
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but the mahometans alfo, who confiderably out-number 
even the nominal chriftians : yea, and the heathens likewife, 
who very far out-number the mahometans and chriftians put 
together. Is he the GOD of the Jews, fays the apoftle, and 
not of the Gentiles alfo? And fo we may fay. Is he the 
GOD of the chriftians, and not of the mahometans and 
heathens alfo. His love is not confined: The Lord 1s lov- 
ing unto every man, and his mercy is over all his works. 
He careth for the very outcafts of men: it may truly be 


faid, 


Free as the air thy bounty ftreams 
J O’er all thy works: thy mercies’ beams 
Diffufive as the fun’s arife. 


17. Yet it may be admitted, that he takes more imme- 
diate care of thofe that are comprifed in the fecond, the 
fmaller circle: which includes all that are called chriftians; 
all that profefs to believe in Chrift. We may reafonably 
think that thefe in fome degree honour him, at’ leaft more 
than the heathens do: GOD does likewife in fome mea- 
fure honour them, and has a nearer concern for them. By 
many inftances it appears, that the prince of this world 
has not fo full power over thefe as over the heathens. The 
GOD whom they even profefs to ferve, does in fome mea- 
fure maintain his own caufe. So that the fpirits of dark- 
nefs do not reign fo uncontrouled over them, as they do 
over the heathen world. 

18. Within the third, the innermoft circle, are ‘con- 
tained only the real chriftians ; thofe that worlhip GOD not 
in form only, but-in fpirit and in truth. Herein are com- 
prifed all that love GOD, or at leaft truly fear GOD and 
work righteoufnefs:. All in whom is the mind which was 
in Chrift, and who walk as Chrift.alfo walked. The words 
of our Lord above recited peculiarly refer to thefe. It is 
to thefe in particular that he fays, Even the very hairs of 
your head are all numbered. He fees their fouls and their 
bodies: he takes particular notice of ail their tempers, de- 
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fires and thoughts: all their words and aétions. He marks 
all their fufferings, inward and outward, and the fources 
whence they arife: fo that we may well fay, 





“ Thou know’ft the pains thy fervants feel, 
Thou hear’ft thy children’s cry : 
And their beft wifhes to fulfil, 


? = - 33 
Thy grace is ever nigh. 


Nothing relative to thefe is too great, nothing too little for 
his attention. He has his eye continually, as upon every 
individual perfon that is a member of this his family, fo 
upon every circumftance that relates either to their fouls or 
bodies, either to their inward or outward ftate, wherein ei- 
ther their prefent or eternal happinefs is in any degree 
concerned. 

tg. But what fay the wife men of the world to this? 
"They anfwer with all readinefs, ‘‘ Who doubts of this? 
We are not atheifts. We all acknowledge a providence: 
that is, a general providence ; for indeed the particular pro- 
vidence of which fome talk, we know not what to make of 
it. Surely the little affairs of men are far beneath the re- 
gard of the Great Creator and Governor of the univerfe! 
Accordingly, 


He fees with equal eyes, as Lord of all, 
A hero perifh, ora fparrow fall.” 


















Does he indeed ? I cannot think it: becaufe (whatever that 
fine poet did, or his patron, whom he fo deeply defpifed, and 
yet grofly flattered) I believe the bible ; wherein the Creator 
and Governor of the world himfelf tells me quite the con- 
trary. That he has a tender regard for the brute creatures 
I know: he does, in a meafure, take care for oxen: He 
provideth food for the cattle, as well as herbs for the ufe 
of men. The lions roaring after their prey, do feek thar 
meat from GOD. He openeth his hand, and filleth all things 
living with plenteou/ne/s, 
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** The various troops of fea and land 
In fenfe of common want agree : 
All wait on thy difpenfing hand, 
And have their daily alms from thee, 
They gather what thy ftores difperfe, 
Without their trouble to provide : 
Thou opeft thy hand: the univerfe, 


The craving world is all fupplied.” 


Our heavenly Father feedeth the fowls of the air. But 
mark! Are not ye much better than they? fhatl he not 
then much more feed you, who are pre-eminently fo much 
fuperior ? He does not in that fenfe look upon you and them 
“with equal eyes ;” fet you on a level with ¢hem. Lealt 
of all does he fet you on a level with brutes, in refpeét of 
life and death. Right precious in the fight of the Lord i 
the death of his faints. Do you really think the death of 
a {parrow is equally precious im his fight ? He tells us imag 
deed that not a /parrow falleth on the ground without our Fa- 
ther, But he afks at the fame time, dre not ye of more 
value than many {parrows ? 

20. But in fupport of a general, in contradiction to a 
particular providence, the fame elegant poet lays it down 
as an unqueflionable maxim, : 


«© The Univerfal Caufe, 
Afts not by partial, but by general laws.” 


Plainly meaning, that he never deviates from thofe gene- 
ral laws, in favour of any particular perfon. This is a 
common fuppofition: but which is altogether incoufiftent 
with the whole tenor of {cripture : for if GOD never de- 
viates from thefe general laws, then there never was a 
miracle in the world: feeing every miracle is a deviation 
from the general laws of nature. Did the Almighty confine 
himfelf to thefe general laws, when he divided the Red Sea? 
When he commanded the waters to fland on a heap, and 
made a way for his redeemed to pafs over? Did he a& by 
general laws, when he caufed the fun to fland, for the 


{pace 


































ROLLIE LLL ALLEL ELLE LLL ALE LDL ADELE LL A 






































































































































189 _ A SERMON ON LUKE Xi. 7. 






{pace of a whole day? No, nor in any of the miracles 
which are recorded, either in the Old or New Teftament. 

21. But it is on fuppofition that the Governor of the 
world never deviates trom thofe genera] laws, that Mr, 
Pope adds thofe beautiful lines in full triumph, as having 
now Clearly gained the point, 


“ Shall burning tna if a fage requires, 

Forget to thunder, and recal her fires ? 

On air or fea new motions be impreil, 

O blamelefs Bethel! to relieve thy breaft ? 
When the loofe mountain trembles from on high, 
Shall gravitation ceafe, if you go by ? 

Or fome old temple, nodding to its fall, 

For Chartres’ head referve the hanging wall ?” 


We anfwer ; if it pleafe GOD to continue the hie of any 
of his fervants, he will fufpend that or any other law of 
ature. The ftone fhall not fall, the fire fhall not burn; 
the floods fhall not flow. Or he will give his angels 
charge, and in their hands fhall they bear him up, through 
and above all dangers, 

22. Admitting then, that in the common courfe of na- 
ture, GOD does aét by general laws, he has never preclud- 
ed himfelf from making excepticns to them, whenfoever 
he pleafes: either by fufpending thofe laws, in favour of 
them that love him, or by employing his mighty angels: 
by either of which means he can deliver out of al] danger 
them that truft in him. 

“ What! You expe miracles then?” Certainly I do, if 
I believe the bible. For the bible teaches me, that GOD 
hears and anfwers prayer. But every anfwer to prayer 1s 
properly a miracle. For if natural caufes take their ccurfe, 
if things go on in their natural way, it is no anfwer at all. 
Gravitation therefore fhall ceafe, that is, ceafe to operate, 
whenever the author of it pleafes. Cannot the men of the 
world underftand thefe things ? That is no wonder: it was 
obferved long ago, An unwife man doth not confder thts, 
and a fool doth not underfland tt. 
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23. But 

















fhail p17 hd / lath 
Wali WAX Ol@ aS G0LH a 


A SERMON ON LUKE Kil. 7. 181 


23. But I have not done with this fame general provt- 
dence yet. By the grace of GOD, I will fift it to the bot- 
tom. : And I hope to fhew, it is fuch flark-ftaring nonfenfe, 
as every man of fenfe ought to be utterly afhamed of. 

You fay, ‘ You allow a general providence, but deny a 
particular one.” And what is a general (of whatever kind 
it be) that includes no particulars? Is not every general 
neceflarily made up of its feveral particulars ? Can you in- 
fiance in any general that is not? Tell me any gemus, if 
you can, that contains no fpecies ? What is it that confli- 
tutes a genus, but fo many fpecies added together? What, 
I pray, is a “ whole that contains no parts?” Mere non- 
fenfe and contradi¢tion! Every whole muft, in the nature 
of things, be made up of its feveral parts, infomuch that 
if there be no parts, there can be no whole. 

24. As this is a point of the utmoft importance, we may 
confider it a little farther. What do you mean by a ge- 
neral providence, contradiftinguifhed from a particular ?» De 
you mean a providence which fuperintends only the larger 
parts of the univerfe ? Suppofe the fun, moon and flars. 
Does it not regard the earth too? You allow it does. But 
does it not likewife regard the inhabitants of it 2? Elfe what 
doth the earth, an inanimate lump of matter, fignify ? Is 
not one {pirit, one heir of immortality, of more value than 
all the earth? Yea, though you add to it the fun, moon and 
{tars ? Nay, and all the whole inanimate creation ? Might 
we not fay, Thefe fhall per:/*, but this remaineth: thefe all 
garment: but this (it may be faid in 
a lower fenfe, even of the creature) 2s the fume, and his 
years fall not farl. ; 

25- Or do you mean, when you affert a general provi- 
dence, diftinét from a particular one, that GOD regards on- 
ly fome parts of the world, and does not regard others ? 
What parts of it does he regard ? Thofe without, or thofe 
within the folar fyfiem? Or does he regard fome parts of 
the earth, and not others? Which parts ? Only thofe with. 
in the temperate zones? What parts then are under the 
care of his providence ? Where will you lay the line ? Do 
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you exclude from it thofe that live in the torrid zone? Or 
thole that dwell within the arttic circles ? Nay, rather fay, 
The Lord is loving to every man, and his care is over all his 
works. 

26. Do you mean (for we would fain find out your mean. 
ing, if you have any meaning at all) that the providence of 
GOD does indeed extend to all parts of the earth, with re. 
gard to great and fingular events ; fuch as the rife and fall 
of empires: but that the little concerns of this or that man 
are beneath the notice of the Almighty ? Then you do not 
confider, that great and (tle are merely relative terms, which 
have place only with refpef&t to men? With regard to the 
moft High, man and all the concerns of men, are nothing, 
lefs than nothing before him. And nothing is //ad/ in his 
fight, that in any degree affeéts the welfare of any that fear 
GOD and work righteoufnefs. What becomes then of your 
general providence, exclufive of a particular? Let it be for 
ever rejected by all rational men, as abfurd, felf-contradic- 
tory nonfenfe. We may then fum up the whole {criptural 
doctrine of providence, in that fine faying of St. Au/fin, Ie 
prafides finguls focut univerfis, 3 unverfis ficut fingulis! 


ca aif ag Father, how wide thy glories fhine ! 
Lord of the univerfe—and mine. 
Thy goodnefs watches o’er the whole, 
As all the world were but one foul : 
Yet keeps my every facred hair, 

As I remain’d thy fingle care,” 


7. We may learn from this fhort view of the providence 
of GOD, firft, to put our whele truft in him, who hath 
never failed them that feek him. Our bleffed Lord himfelf 
makes this very ufe of the great truth now before us. Fear 
not therefore; if you truly fear GOD, you need fear none 
befide. He will be a ftrong tower to all that tuft in him, 
from the face of your enemies. What is there either 1 
heaven or in earth that can harm you, while you are under 
the care of the Creator and Governor of heaven and earth? 
Let all earth and all hell combine againft you; yea, the whole 
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animate and inanimate creation: they cannot harm, while 
GOD is on your fide ; his favourable kindnefs covers you 
as a fiueld ! 

e%. Nearly allied to this confidence in GOD, is the 
thankfulnefs ‘we owe for his kind protection. Let tliofe 
give thanks whom the Lord thus delivers from the hand of 
all their enemies. What an unfpeakable bleffing it is, to 
be the peculiar care of him that has all power in heaven and 
earth! How can we fufficiently praife him, while we are 
under his wings, and his fasthfulne/s and truth are our flald 
and buckler ? 

og But mean time we fhould take the utmoft care, to 
walk humbly and clefely with our GOD. Walk humbly; 
for if you in anywife rob GOD of his honour, if you afcribe 
any thing to yourfelf, the things which fhould have been for 
your wealth, will prove to you an occafon of falling. And 
walk clofely! See that you have a confcience void of of- 
fence, toward GOD and toward man. It is fo long as you 
do this, that you are the peculiar care of your Father which 
isin heaven. But let not the confcioufnels of his caring 
for you, make you carelefs, indolent, or flothful: on the 
contrary, while you are penetrated with that deep truth, 
The help that is done upon earth, he doth it himfelf, be as 
earneft and diligent in the ufe of all the means, as if you 
were your own proteétor. 

Laftly, In what a melancholy condition are thofe, who 
do not believe there is any providence ; or, which comes to 
exattly the fame point, not a particular one! Whatever fta- 
tion they are in, as long as they are in the world, they are 
expoied to numberlefs dangers, which no human wifdom can 
forefee, and no human power can refift. And there is no 
help! If they truftin men, they find them deceitful upon the 
weights. In many cafes they cannot help ; in others, they 
will not. But were they ever fo willing, they will die : 
therefore vain is the help of man. And GOD is far above 
out of their fight ; they expeft no help from him. Thefe 
modern (as well as the ancient) Epicureans have learnt, 
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That the “ Univerfal Caufe, 
Aas not by partial, but by general laws.” 
He only takes care of the great globe icfelf ; mot of its puny 


inhabitants. He heeds not, 


How thofe “ vagrant emmets crawl 
At random on the air-fufpended ball.” 












How uncornfortable is the fituation of that man who has no 
farther hope than this! But on the other hand, how un. 
fpeakably happy is the man, that hath the Lord for his help, 
and whofe hope ts in the Lord his GOD! who can fay, I havi 
ft the Lord always before me: becau/e he 1s on my right hand, 
I fhall not be moved. Therefore, though I walt through the 
ualley of the fhadow of death, Iwill fear no evil ; for thew 
art with me, thy rod and thy flaff they comfort me. 






Brificl, March 3, 1786. 
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The JourNAt of FRANCIS ASBURY, Bifhop of the 
Methodift-Epifcopal Church, 


From Auguft 7th, 1771, to February 27, 1772. 


N the 7th of Auguft the Conference began in Brifol 

in England. Betore this I had felt for half a year 

firong intimations in my mind, that I fhould vifit Ameria; 
which I laid before the Lord, being unwilling te do my own 
will, or to run before I was fent. During this time my 
trials were very great, which the Lord, I believe, fuffered, 
to prove me and try me, in order to prepare me for future 
ufefulnefs. At the conference it was propofed that fome 
preachers fhould go over to the American continent. | 
{poke my mind, and made an offer of myfelf. It was at 
cepted by Mr. Wefley and others, who judged I had a,call. 
It was my duty to go where the conference ordered ;, only, 
one or two objefted. From Briflol 1 went home to acquaint 
my 
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my parents with my great undertaking, which I opened in as 
gentle a way as pofible. Though it was grievous to fleth 
and blood, they confented to let me go, My mother is one 
of the tendereft parents in the world: but, I believe, fhe 
was bleffed in the prefent inflance with a fupernatural pow- 
er, to help her to part with me. I vifited moft of my friends 
in Staffordfhare, Warwichkflare and Gloucefterfure, and felt 
nuch life and power among them. Several of our meetings 
were indeed held in the fpirit and life of GOD. Many of 
my friends were ftruck with wonder, when they heard of my 
going, but none opened their mouths againft it, hoping it 
was of GOD. Some withed that their fituation would al. 
low them to go with me. 

I returned to Briffol in the latter end of Auguft, where 
R. Wright was waiting for me, to fail in a few days for Piz- 
ladelphia, Whenl came to Brifol, I had not one penny 
in money: but the Lord foon opened the hearts of friends, 
who fupplied-me with clothes and ten pounds : thus I found 
by experience, that the Lord will provide for thofe who 
traft in him. 

On Wednefday, September 2, we fet fail from a pore 
near Briflol; and having a good wind, foon paft the Chan- 
nel.* For three days I was very ill with the fea-ficknefs : 
and no ficknefs I ever knew, was equaltoit. The captain 
behaved well to us. On the Lord’s day, September 8, Bro- 
ther Wright preached a fermon on deck, and al! the crew 
leemed to give attention. 

Thurfday 12th. I will fet down a few things that le on 
my mind, Where am I going? To the new world. What 
to do? To gain preferment ? No, if I know my own heart. 
To get money? No. Iam going to live to GOD, and to 
bring others fo to do. In America, there has been a work 
of GOD: firft, by the Quakers; in time they declined : 
fecondly, by the Prefby terians, but they have alfo declined. 
The people GOD owns in’ England, are the Methodifis, 
The doétrines they preach, and the dilciphine they enforce, 
are, I believe, the pureft of any people now in the world; 
The Lord has greatly bleffed thefe dof&trines, and this difci- 
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pline in the three kingdoms: they muft therefore be pleaf. | 
ing tohim. If GOD does not acknowledge me in Amerieg 


1 will foon return to England. I know my views are up. 
right. May they never be otherwife ! 

On the Lord’s day, September 16, I preached on Aq; 
xvil. 30. * But GOD now commandeth all men every where 
“to repent.” The failors behaved with decency. My 
heart’s defire and prayer for them, was and is, that they may 
be faved: but oh! the deep ignorance and infenfibility of 
the human heart ! 

The wind blowing a gale, the fhip turned up and down, 
and from fide to fide, in a manner very painful to one’ tha 
was not accuftomed to failing: but when fefus is in the hhip 
all is well. O what would not one do, what would he not 
fuffer, to be ufeful to fouls, and to do the will of his Grea 
Matter! Lord, help me to give thee my heart now and'for 
ever ! 

Our friends forgot our beds, or elfe did not know we 
fhould want fuch things; fo I had two blankets for mine, 
1 found it hard to lodge on little more than boards.’ I want 
faith, courage, patience, meeknefs, love. When othes 
fuffer fo much for temporal interefts, furely I may fuffera 
little for the glory of GOD, and the good of fouls. May 
my Lord preferve me in an upright intention ! I find, I talk 
more than is profitable. Surely my foul is among lions 
I fee] my fpirit bound to the new world, and my heart united 
to the people though unknown, and have great caufe tobe 
lieve, that I am not running before I am fent. The mor 
troubles I meet with, the more convinced I am, that J am 
doing the will of GOD. wn 

In the courfe of my paffage I read Se/lon’s anfwer 
Elifha Cole, on the fovereignty of GOD: and, I think, m 
one that reads it deliberately, can afterwards be a Calvimf. 

On the Lord’s day, September 22, I preached to the fhip'’s 
company on ohn iii. 23. but, alas! they are infenfible cree 
tures. My heart has been much pained on their accouth 
I fpent my time chiefly in retirement—in prayer, and ™ 
reading the Appeals, Mr. D+ Renty’s life, part of Mr. No 
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ns’s works, Mr. Edwards on the work of GOD in New- 
England, the Bias s Progrefs, the Bible, and Mr. He/ley’s 
fermons... 1 fecl a ftrong defire to be given up to GOD, 
body, foul, time and talents, far more than heretofore. 

September 30, I preache -d to the fhip’s company ag ain, 
on thefe words, * To youis the w ord of this falvation jent.” 
I felt fome drawings of foul towards them, but {aw no fruit. 
Yet fill I muft goon. Whilft they will hear, I will preach, 
as | have opportunity. My judgment 1s with the Lord. I 
muft go on in the path of duty. On the 6th of Oétober, 
though it was very rough, | preached on deck to all our 
fhip’s company, from thofe very important words in Hed. 11 
3, ** How fhall we efcape, if we negle& fo great falvation.” 
The Lord enabled me to fpeak with fome freedom: and I 
had fome hopes that tue interefling truths of the gofpel did 
enter.into their minds. I remember the words of the wile 
man, “ In the morning fow thy feed, and in the evening 
“withhold not thy hand.” As to my own mind, I long, 
and pray, that I may be more fpiritual. But in this I com- 
fort my felf, that I know my intention is upright, end that I 
have the caufe of. GOD at heart. But 1 want to ftand com- 
plete in ali the will of GOD, * holy as he that hath called 
“ mie, is holy, in all manner of converfation.” At times I 
can retire, and pour out my foul to GOD, and feel fome 
meltings of heart. My fpirit mourns, and hungers, and 
thirfts, after entire purity. 

Ostober 13. Though it was very windy, I fixed my back 
again{l the mizen-mall, and preached freely on thofe well- 
known words, Cor. v. 20. ‘“* Now then we are ambafladors 
“ for Chrift, as though GOD did befeech you by us: we 

“ pray you in Chrifl’s flead, be ye reconci! ledto GOD.” I 
felt the power of truth on my own foul, but ftill, alas! faw 
no vifible fruit: but my w itnefs ; is in heaven, that I have not 
fhunned to declare to them all the counfel of GOD. M any 
have been my trials in the courfe of this voyaye, from the 
want of a proper bed and proper provifions, from ficknefs, 
and from being furrounded with men ignorant of GOD 
But allthis is nothing. If I cannot bear this, what have I 


learnt ? 
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learnt? OT have reafon to be much afhamed of many.things, 
which I fpeak and do betore GOD and man. © Lord, par. 
don the fins of my heart and life, of omiffion and commif. 
fion. 

O@ober 27, we landed in Philadelphia, where we were 
dire&ted to the houfe of one Mr. Francis Harris, who kind. 
ly entertained us in the evening, and brought us to a large 
church, where we met with a confiderabie congregation, 
Brother Pzlmoor preached. ‘The people looked on us with 
pleafure, hardly knowing how to fhew their love fuffictently, 
bidding us welcome with fervent affection, and receiving usas 
angels of GOD. O that we may always walk wortliy of the 
vocation wherewith we are called! When I came near the 
American fhore, my very heart melted within me, to thnk 
from whence I came, where I was going, and what I was 
going about. But I felt my heart open to the people, and 
my tongue loofed to fpeak in hte and power. I feel that 
GOD is here ; and alfo plenty of all we need. 

November 3. I find my mind drawn heaven-ward. The 
Lord hath helped me by his power, and I feel my foul ma 
paradife. May GOD Almighty keep me as the apple of his 
eye, till all the florms of lite are paft! Whatever 1 do, 
wherever | go, may I never fin againft GOD, but always 
do thofe things that pleafe him ! 

Philadelphia, November 4. We held a watch-night. It 
began at eight o’clock. Brother Pi/moor preached. The 
people attended with great ferioufnefs. Very few left the 
folemn place till the conclufion. Towards the end, a plain 
man fpoke, who came out of the country, and his word 
went with great power to the fouls of the people ; fo that 
we may fay, Who “ hath defpifed the day of {mall things?” 
not the Lord our GOD; then why fhould felf-important 
man ? 

November 5. I was fent for to vifit two perfons who were 
under ‘concern for fin. I fpoke a word of confolation 10 
them, and have hopes that GOD will fet their fouls at lie 
berty. My own mind is fixed on GOD: he hath helped 
me, glory be to him that hveth and abideth for ever. 
Tucfday, 
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ngs, Tuefday, November 6. I preached at Philadelphia my 
Par. laft fermon, before I fet out for New-Yorh,.on Rom. vi. 
nui. gar He that fpared not his own Son, but delivered him up 

“ for us all, how fhall he not with him freely give us all 
vere “things.” This alfo was a night of power to my own and 
ind. many fouls. 
ange November 7. I went to Burlington on my way to York, 
ton, and preached in the court-houfe to a large, ferrous congre- 
with gation. Here alfo I felt my heart much opened. In the 
tly, § way from thence to York I met with one Peler Van Pelt, 
18 as who had heard me preach at Philade/phia. Alter fome con- 
‘the verfation he invited me to his houfe in Staten-//land, and, 
the as 1 was not engaged to be at Yor on any particular day, I 
mnk went with him, and preached in his houfe. Stil! I believe 
was GOD hath fent me to this country. All 1 feek, 1s to be 
and more fpiritual, and given up entirely to GOD, to be all 
that devoted to him whom I love. 

On the Lord’s day, in the morning, November 11, I 

The preached again to a large company of people with fome 
ma life and power in my own foul, at the houfe of my worthy 
hs J friend Mr. Pelt. In the afternoon i preached to a fill larg- 
do, er congregation ; and was invited to preach in the even- 
ays ing in the houfe of juftice Wright, where 1 had a large 

company to hear me. Still evidence grows upon me, and 
It 1 truft I am in the order of GOD, and that there will be 
rhe a willing people here. My foul has been affeéted much 
th with them. |My heart and mouth are open, only I am ftill 
an § fenfibie of my deep infufficiency, and that moftly with re- 
ord gard to holinefs. “Tistrue, GOD has given me fome gifts, 
hat but what are they to holinefs. “Tis for holinefs my {pirit 
2 mourns, I want to walk conftantly before GOD without 
ant reproof, 

On Monday, I fet out for New-York, and found Rich- 

ere ard Boardman there in peace, but weak in body. Now I 
10 mult apply myfelf to my old work, to watch, and fight, 
li- and pray. Lord help! 
d & Tuefday, 13. 1 preached at York to a large congregati- 


on on Cor. u. 2. ** 1 determined net to kuow any thing 
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“among you fave Jefus Chrift, and him crucified,” with fome 
degree of freedom in my own mind. I approved much of 
the fpirit of the peopie : they are loving and {erious ; there 
appears alfo an fome a love of difcipline. Though I was 
unwilling to go to. York fo foon, I believe it is all well, 
and I ftill hope 1 am in the order of GOD. My friend 
Boardman 1s a kind, loving, worthy man, truly amiable 
and entertaining, and of a child-like temper. I purpofe to 
be given up to GOD more and more day by day. But 
eh! I come fhort. 

Wednefday 14. I preached again at York. My _ heart 
is truly enlarged, 1 know the life and power of religion 
is here. O how I with to {pend all my time and talems 
for iim who fpent his blood for me! 

On the 18th, (the Lord’s day) I found it a day. of ref 
to my foul. In the morning I was much led out witha 
facred defire. Lord help me againft the mighty. I feela 
regard for the people. I think the Americans are more 
ready to receive the Word than the Englifh: and to fee 
the poor negroes fo affeéied, is pleafing: to fee their fable 
countenances in our folemn affemblics, and to hear them 
fing with chearful melody their dear Redeemer’s_praile, 
affeGted me much, and made me ready to fay “ of a truth 
“I perceive GOD is no refpeéter of perfons.” 

Tuefday, 20, I remain in Yer4, though unfatisfied with 
our betng both in town together. I have not yet the thing 
which I feek—a circulation of preachers to avoid partia- 
lity and popularity. However, I am fixed to the Metho- 
dift plan, and do what I do faithfully as to GOD. 1 ex- 
peét trouble to be athand. This I expetted when I left Eng- 
land, and 1 am willing to fuffer, yea, to die fooner than 
betray fo good a caufe by any means. It will be a hard 
matter to ftand againft all eppofition as an iron pillar flrong, 
and ftedfaft as a wall of brafs : but through Chrifk ftrength- 
ening me, I can do all things. 

Thurfday 22. At prefent I am diflatisfied. I judge we.are 
to be fhut up in the cities this winter. My brethren feem 
unwilling to leave the cities. 1 think. I fhall thew them, the 
ways 
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wav. 1 am in trouble, and more trouble is at hand, for 
I am determined to make a ftand againft all partiality. If 
have nothing to feek but the glory of GOD, nothing to 
fear but his difpleafure. I am come over with an upright 
intention, and through the grace of GOD I will make it 
appear: and I am determined that no man {hall bias me with 
foft words and fair fpeeches : nor will I ever fear, (the Lord 
helping me,) the face of man, or know any man after the 
fleth, if 1 beg my bread from door to door; but, whecver 
I pleafe or difpleafe, I will be faithful to GOD, to the peogle, 
and to my own foul. 

Saturday, Nov. 24. I went with Brother Sauce and Bro- 
ther White to Weft-Chefter, which is about twenty miles 
from New-York. My friends waited on the mayor for the 
ufe of the court-houfe, which was readily granted. On 
the Lord’s day morning, a confiderable company being ga- 
thered together, I ftood up in the Lord’s power, yea, I felt 
the Holy One was nigh. I judged that my audience need- 
ed to be taught the firft principles of religion, fo I {poke 
from thofe words “ Now he commandeth all men every 
“where to repent.” Serioufnefs fat on the faces of my hear- 
ers, and the power of GOD came on me and them, while 
I laboured to fhew them the nature and neceflity of re- 
pentance ; and the proper fubjeéts and time for it. In the 
afternoon the congregation vas increafed both in number 
and ferioufnefs: fome of the chief men of the town—the 
mayor and others—were prefent. I delivered my thoughts 
on thofe words “ This is his commandment, that we fhould 
“believe on the name of his Son Jefus Chrift, and love one 
“another.” I felt warmth in my foul, while I fet forth the 
nature and neceflity of faith, and much enlargement towards 
my hearers. In the evening I preached at one Modloy’s, 
at a place called Weft-Farms, to many perfons, on the love 
of GOD. The next day I preached at We/t-Chefler again 
to a large company, and felt the fenfe of GOD. refting 
on my heart, and much love to the people. Being detained 
another day by the roughnefs of the weather, I preached 
another fermon on that text “ Knowing therefore the ter- 
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* rors of the Lord, we perfuade men.” In the eVening we 
went to the mayor’s where we lodged: that night; and the 
next day at noon fet out for Yor. 

The Lord’s day, December 2, I found a day of reft to my 
foul, and much liberty in the morning and evening am ong 
the people. O that I may live to GOD and not to my. 
felf, and keep myfelf free from all worldly entanglements, 

Saturday, December 8. As Brother Boardman was {till at 
New-Yort, I thought it beft to make another vilit to ef. 
Chefter. ‘1 {pent the evening and lodged at the houfe of one 
Dr. White, he appears to be an underftanding man in the 
thingsof GOD. His wife is aifo of an amiable difpofition, 
and is touched with a fenfe of her own ftate and that of her 
neighbours. I {poke to her freely of the willingnefs of 
Chrift to fave now, but unbelief fill prevailed. The next 
morning I went to the court-houfe to preach, but the noile 
of the children and the ill behaviour of the wretched drunk. 
en keeper, caufed much confufion. In the afternoon my 
friend Mo//oy informed me, that the door of the court-houle 
was fhut againft me. I felt myfelf at firft a little troubled, 
but foon after a tavern- keeper gave me the offer of an up- 
¥ room in his houfe, where I fpoke on thofe words, “ If 
‘we confefs our fins he is faithful and juft to forgive us 

tr and to cleanfe us from all unrighteoufnefs.”” The noel 
er of GOD was with us, and many of the vileft of thofe pre- 
fent, will I truft remember it as long as they live. In the 


evening | made another vifit to We/f-Farms, and preached 


there ; and my heart was there alfo much touched with th 
power of ee I lodged that night at the houfe of one 
Mr. Oakley. After fupper I afked the family if they would 
go to prayer. They looked at one another and faid, there 
was need enough. The next morning when I afked a blel- 
fing before breakfaft, they feemed amazed. I told them, 
they wanted nothing but religion. The old father faid, 
was not well to be too religious. The fon faid, he thought 
we could not be too good. I foon afterwards took my leave 
of them, and preached in the evening at Eaf-Chefler toa 


‘few who feemed willing to hear, on thofe words “ As for 


““e me 
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*“ me and my houfe, we will ferve the Lord.” I found my. 
felf ftraightened and fhut up, but the Lord knoweth what 
he hath to do with me. 

On Tuefday, December 10, I rode to New-Rochelle, 
and was received with great kindnefs by Mr. Drake and 
his'family, and preached there to a few. ‘The next day 
alfo I preached to a large company, and found liberty, and 
I believe the power of GOD was amongft us. From thence 
I rede to Rye, where a few people were collected together 
to hear the word: and the next day I preached to them 
again. On Saturday 14, I rode back to Kaft-Chefter and 
preached to a large company, and found fome fatisfattion 
in fpeaking about the one thing neediul. On the Lord’s 
day, I preached at New-Rochelle in the church. My text 
was “ All have finned and come fhort of the glory of GOD.” 
} felt.an opening and was fatishied. I. publithed myfelf to 
preach again in the afternoon, and thofe who had molt op- 
poled me before, came to hear, and behaved well. In the 
evening I preached in the houfe of my friend Mr. Devoue, 
with liberty and power. The next day I preached again 
at Mr. Devoue’s, and ‘Tuefday went to Rye, where I had ma- 
ny to-hear me, and felt fome freedom of f{pirit. The nex 
day I preached at Mairrock to a company of people who 
took but little notice of the worfhip of GOD, but I truft 
fome of them felt the power of truth on their hearts. On 
Thurfday I returned to Yori, and found my friends in peace. 

On the Lord’s day, December 22, I preached to a large 
company in the evening, and felt much power, I know 
that GOD was with us indeed, yea, was nigh to blefs the 
people. On Chriffmas-day, we had a very comfortable 
time. On Friday, the 27th, I fet off with two of my friends 
for Séaten-Ifland. On the 28th, we arrived at jullice Wright's, 
where we were kindly entertained with the beft his houfe af. 
forded. From thence I went to my old friend Van Pelt’s, 
who received me with his former kindnefs, and colleAed a 
congregation for the evening, to whom I preached, but had a 
violent: pain in my head, I went to bed, and was very ill. 
However, on the next day, being the Lord’s day, I preached 

Bb in 





































eee RN A RT A 
' 


194 THE JOURNAL OF BISHOP ASBURY¥ 


inthe morning and afternoon with fome freedom of mind, 
and alfo in the evening at juikice Wraght’s. Having x 
ceived an invitation to preach at the houfe of one Vate 
at the Eaft end of the ifland, I vifited that place on my fe. 
turn to New-York, where 1 had a comfortable time anf 
much power, and found the people kind. 

On Tuefday we arrived in New-York. We have been 
favoured here ‘wntah a very folemn watch- night. Many tel i 
the power of GOD. 

January 1, 1772. I find that the preachers have got their 
friends in the cities, and care not to leave them. ‘Therei 
a ftrange {pirit of party. For my part I defire to be faithfy 
to GODand man. On Thurfday evening I preached again 
my lait fermon, for a time, on The//. v. 6. “ Let us not 
* ileep as do others, but let us watch and be fober.” 

On Friday, Brother Sauce and myfelf fet out for We. 
Farms, and I preached in the evening. On the Lord’s dy 
I preached at Brother Afod/oy’s at half paft nine, in We. 
Chefter at three, and at WVef-Farms at fix in the evening. A 


poor finner fhewed me much kindnefs at We/-Farms, fe 
vouring me with a man and horfe all the time I was ther, 


acknowledging the word came home to his heart, and that 
he was wicked. My friend Hunt, the Quaker, faid he ne. 
ver was foaffetted. ‘The next day I went to We/-Chellu, 
but had only a few to hear me. On Wednefday, I preached 
at Hunt’s, and felt power in my foul, and an opening among 
the people. Ihave found many tria!s in my own mind, but 
feel determined to refift. I fee the traps fet for my feet. 
Thurfday, I preached at Devoue’s, and had a fleady peo 
ple to hear, and felt myfelf warm and zealous, On Friday 
I went to Mazrnock, and+ad a large cengregmion. and felt, 
_and fpoke with, power. Many of the people alfo felt the 
power of truth, and funk under the word: it was laid home 
to the hearts of the people ; but fome contradiéted and blal- 
phemed, I believe GOD has a work to do among the ped- 
ple in this place. Lord, keep me faithful, watchful, humble, 
holy, diligent to the end. Let me fooner chufe to die than 
fn againft thee 1a thought, word, or deed, 
Saturd ay 
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Saturday 13, I opr veg at one friend Furling’s, where 
many attended to the truth, and fhewed a willingnefs to hear. 
On the Lord’s day I preached at Devoue’s at ten in the morn- 
ing, three in the afternoon, and fix inthe evening. Many 
attended, but I fear few felt fuch deep concern as will in- 


; duce them to “i their fins, and flee from the -wrath to 
ve been 


’ } x24 
any fell come. At Brother Hunt’s on Monday evening the hout 
, i 


would not hold the congcregation: there I felt liberty at nd 


power. I hope GOD wil i" vifit them. I have felt many 


ses trials from fatan, but hitherto: the Lord hath helped me 
Faithful againft them all. i fland a muracle of meres ! O that I 
d agai may always be found faithful in doing his will. ria 
“a On Tuelday the 14th, I went to Rye: but the people here 
are flupid. They cry “ the church, the church.” here 
W are a few Prefbyterians ; but they have fuffered their meet- 
} ing-houfe to go to ruin, and have loft the power of relig Bion, 
oe } if they ever hadit. I was not a welcome meflenger tot 
y' peop'e. On Wednefday the 15th, I preached at two in 
ies ti the afternoon at Matrnock vine fome power, and in the 
Wess. evening returned, preached at Rye to a large company, and 
a felt my Mafler near. T pees 16, I was taken ili with | 
3 . a cold and chill. The next morning I rode to New-City, 
a A but the cold pinched me much. On New-City Ifland a con- 
ee gregation was aflembled to receive me. I fpoke to then | 
a with fome liberty, and they wifhed me to come again. A 
mr wife old Calvinif faid, he might experience all I mentioned, i 
cd, but and go to hell; I faid, fatan experienced more than I men- 
os tioned, and yet is gone to hell. After preaching I rode to | 
y Pom Mr. Bartoe’s, though in much pain. When I had preach- . 
riday ed there, 1 went to bed. During the whole night I was | 
d felt, a. 
. very ll. My friends behaved very kindly, and endeavour- 
oe ed to prevai ai] upon me to ft ay there, till I was reftored : but | | 
blaf my appointme nt hg aren me to fet off for La/-Che/er, 
ea where I preached, and rode near eight miles in the even- 
mble, oa Dey New-Rochelle. On the 1gth, the Lord’s day, I preach- 
ee ed three times, though very il, Many attended, and I could 


. 7 f . . . 

not think of difappointing them. Monday, the coth, I rode 
| ep | i >. 4 7 , : - 

ya Phillips ° Manor, and preached there at nocn, and at fix 


# the evening at Peter Bounett’s in Rochelle. The next 


prday 
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day I rode to Devoue’s, but the day was extremely cold, 
In the night I had a fore throat, but through the help 
GOD I go on, and cannot think of {paring myfelf ; 


“eé 


No crofs, no fuff’ring I decline, 


Only let all my heart be thine '”’ 


Tuefday, the cift, I preached at my friend Devowe's for the 
lait time, on that paflage, “ ‘Thofe things, that ye have both 
** learned, and heard, and received, and feen in me, do.” 
The people feemed deeply affetted under the word. Jn the § 
morning of the ged, I fet out for the New-City, and preach 
ed there in much weaknefs and pain of body, and in the 
evening went to my friend Pedl’s. That night I had nm 
re{t: and when I arofe in the morning, the ne in my throa 
was worfe. On the 23d, I came in a covered fleigh to my 
friend Bartoe’s, where I took up my lodging, being unable 
to go any farther. I then applied to a phyfician, who made 
applications to my ears, throat and palate, which were all 
{welled and inflamed exceedingly. For fix or feven davsl 
could neither eat nor drink without great The phi. 
fician feared I fhould be ftrangled, before a difcharge took 
place. But my GOD ord hosed all things well. I am raifed 
up again, and cannot help remarking the kindnefs, with 
which my friends treated me, as if I had been their own 
brother. The parents and children attended me day and 
night with the greateft attention. Thus, thongh a franget 
in a firange land, GOD has taken care of me. May the 
Lord remember them that have remembered me, and grant 
to this family life for evermore ! 

February 5, 1 Stull I feel myfelf weak. It is neat 


a fortnight fince I came to my friend Bartoe’s. Dr. While 
has attended in al!] my illnefs, and did all he could for me 


gratis. Yeflerday was the firfl day of my going out. | 
went to Weft-Chefler to hear a friend preach. My kind 
friends Sauce and White brought up a fleigh from Fors on 
Monéay laft, but I could not go with them: my friends at 
this place would not fufler me. In the courfe of my rece 
very, I have read much in my Bible, and Hammona’s Notes 


on the New Teflament. I have alfo met with a fpirited 
p:cce 
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piece againft predeflination. I did not expeét to find fuch 
an advocate for general redemption in America. ‘This day 
I ventured to preach at Mr. Anthony Bartee’s to his { 

and a fewa@ther people. In the evening I returned home, 
and found Mr. De Luncey the former governor’s fon there, 
who lives in the woods near Sad-m, and invited me to his 
houfe. We {pent the evening comfortably together. On 
Thurlday, ponent 7, 1 preacned as | had appointed. 
The man of the houfe was in a confumption. = hough I had 
not many people to hear me, yet I have reafon to hope that 
my fermon did good to the poor invalid. I felt affected for 
my friends in this place, who had been in fome meafure 
moved by the word on my former vifits, but are now re- 
turned to their old ways and company. I felt myfelf weak 
and unfit to preach, but I believe there were fome who felt 
the word come clofe to their hearts, May GOD help them 
to profit by it! On Friday, the 8th, I fet out for York ina 
fleigh. My friends feemed glad to fee me. I want to be 
lefs concerned about any thing, except my own work, the 
falvation of fouls. At prefent I feem to be fixed to confe- 
Crate my all to G OD; body, foul, time and talents. 

On the Lord’s day I found myfelt weak, but brother Pr7- 
moor tenes ill, I sents’ in the morning, and found life. 
1 flayed at home on Monday, and read in Mr. Wefley’s 
Notes on the Old Teftament. On Monday, the 11th, I went 
to the gaol, and vifited a condemned criminal, and preach- 
ed to him and others with fome feeling and warmth of foul, 
on thofe words, * Joy {hallbe in heaven over one finner that 
* repenteth, ” Tuefday, the 1eth. This day I have vifited 
many of my triends from 1 houfe to houfe,and do not find much 
evil or much good ftirring among them. Now I retire to 
hold communion with GOD, and to feel his power. 

In the evening m y itreneth increafed, and 1 preached with 
fome freedom. On Wednef day lw alked out, bat caught 


l very il, In the even- 


cold, and returned home chilled anc 
ing when 1 went into the pulpit, m 1y every limb fhook; and 
aticrwards | went to bed with violent pains in my bones, 
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hortation in public. Having a defire to vifit my frienj 
on Staten-I/land, 1 fet off in the afternocn of the 2 1ft, con. 
trary to the perfuafions of my friends in York. Samy) 


S-/by, who was tender to me in my iilnefs, arf® took cap 


of me as if I had been his father, accompanied me. 

Juftice Wright received us and entertained us kindly, | 
was weak and weary, but preached at Peter Van Pelt's t0 
afew perfons with much fatisfaétion. Mr. Diffie fay, 3 
man of fortune, invited me to preach in his houfe. I con. 
fented ; and juflice Wright fent us there on the Lord’s dy 
with feveral of his family. 1 preached twice at that gen 
tleman’s houfe to aJarge company. Some it appeared hal 
not heard a fermon for haif a year, fuch a famine there i 
of the word in thefe parts, and a flill greater one of th 
pure word. I returned in the evening to juflice Wright 
and .preached to a numerous congregation with comfor, 
Surely GOD fent me to thefe people at the firft, and I tnt 
he will continue to blefs them, and pour out his {pirit up. 
on them, and reccive them at laft to" himfelf! Feb. 99,1 
preached again at juflice Wright's to many people, and th 
Lord was with me. My labours increafe, and my ftrengh 
is renewed. Though I came here weak, yet after 
preaching three times I felt myfelf flrong, thanks be 
GOD, who has raifed me up from fo low a ftate. Qn 
the 24th, I preached at Abraham Warglom’s at two in tie 
afternoon*to a Jarge company, and had an invitation tog 
to the fouth part of the ifland: in the evening alfo I preach] 
ed at the fame place. Mn the e6th, I preached at the fer: 
ry in my way to New-York to a few people, though fome 
eame two miles on foot. After preaching | vifited a young 
man who feems to be at the point of death: he 1s full of 
unbelief, and I fear itis throueh his Calviniflic notions. 

Thurfday, the 27th, we arrived in York. 1 found bro 
ther Pe/moor had fet off for Philadelphia in the morning. In 
the evening I met the fociety, and felt myfelf affifled and 
enlarged. At night I flept with holy thoughts of GOD and 
awoke with the fame, thanks be to GOD. 


POETRY. 
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Poetry. 
ee 


To RELIGION. 





O guide me in the doubtful n1iZe, 
Where friendlefs mis’ry weeps and prays, 
But never weeps in vain! 


If no unhallow’d foot intrude, 
None but “ the perfeét, wife, and good,” 
Be objeéis of thy care: 
Where fhall the wretch opprefs’d with woe, 
The wearied and the guilty go ? 
To whom addrefs the prayer ? 
ad 
To' grandeur and her vain parade ? 
Can pomp, or wit, or wildom’s aid, , 
Set the poor captive free ? 
Can glitt’ring wealth, or curious art, 
Charm the pall’d ear, or footh the heart 
That fighs for peace and thee ? 


Such are the hopes thy precepts lend, 
In comforts difappointments end, 
And pain to rapture turns! 
Soft opening dreams of bright’ning heav’n, 
Of lafting joys and fins forgiv’n, ~ 
Shall blefs the wretch that mourns, 


Ig 









POETRY. 





In light,, and life, and truth appear, 
Alike from fupertlitious fear 

And vain pretothption free: 
And far from boaiting pride remov’d, , 


Such as the gentle Ld r prov’d, 


O 








fuch appear to me ! 

























’ 7 , ~ 
Come now, thou meek, thou peaceful gueft, 


— 


Shew me the path that leads to ite 

} > Ty” J ‘pp 7 —e 

The path the pilgrims tr 
Come, with thee bring thy fucred three, 
Far hope,and holy charity, 


And faith which fees her GOD! 






_ , os , - >? 
Rgtic ste ewer stecagite pheerinn 


A SHORT 


Want that wifdom from above, 
"From earthly, devilifh mixtures pure,¢ 
That faith divine producing love, 
And peace which fpeaks my pardon fure, 
That knowledge of the crucified 
Which bids my fins and forrows ceafe, 
And witneffes his blood applied 
In perfeét purity and peace. 
With true celeftial wifdom fill’d, 
Soft, yielding, meek my foul fhall be; 
(Not rigid, four, morofe, felf-will’d) 
And mild as docile infancy ; 
Eaiy to be convine’d, and led 
By reafon’s and religion’s fway, 
No importunity I need, 
But man for 7e/u’s fake obey. 
. A TuoucnHt 





























POETRY. 


A THoucutT on Lire and DEATH. 


HE cares of mortal life how vain ! 


How empty every joy ! 
While grief, and wearinefs, and pain, 
The fainting mind employ. 


But O that nobler life on high, 
To which my hopes afpire ! 

Does it not prompt the frequent figh, 
And wake the warm defire ? 


When now and then a heavenly ray 
Attraéts my upward view, 

Almoft I hail th’ approach of day, 
And bid this world adieu. 


Thofe happy realms of joy and peace, 
Fain would my heart explore, 
Where grief and pain for ever ceale, 

And I fhall fin no more. 


No darknefs there fhall cloud my eyes 
No languor feize my frame ; 

But ever aétive vigour rife 
To feed the vital flame. 


But ah! a dreary vale between 
Extends its awful gloom ; 

Fear {preads, to hide the diftant fcene, 
The horrors of the tomb, 


O for the eye of faith divine, 
To pierce beyond the grave | 

Fo fee that Friend, and call him mine, 
Whofe arm is firong to fave ! 


That Friend who left his throne above, 
Who met the tyrant’s dart ; 

And (O amazing power of love !) 
Receiv’d it in his heart. 


Cc 


em 










POETRY. 


Tere fix my foul—for life is here ; 
Light breaks amid the gloom : 
Truft in the Saviour’s love; nor fear 
The horrors of the tomb. 
On OLD AGE. 
{Even to hoar hairs I will bear, and I will carry, 
and I will deliver you. T{aiah. | 
ELIEVING, I my feal fet to, 

That GOD is merciful and true ; 


Who took out of my mother’s womb, 
He leads me foftly to the tomb. 






































From infancy to hoary hairs, 
He all my griefs and burdens bears ; 
Supports me in his arms of love, 
And hides my ranfom’d life above. 


Still, O my gracious GOD and juft, 
I in thy faithful mercies truft : 
And who on thee alone depend, 
Thou wilt deliver to the end: 


Thou wilt in death my weaknefs bear, 
And, rais’d out of the fepulchre, 
Carry me up thy face to fee, 

And fave through all eternity. 
A SHORT HYMN. 
1 Cor. xv. 43. It zs fown in difhonour, it is ratfed in glory. 
OON as I render up the ghoft, 
The worm on this vile body preys, 
Shocking to thofe who lov’d it moft 

"Tis fown in ruinous difgrace, 
Loathfome, remov’d from human fight, 

It heav’nly dignity receives, 

And cloth’d with robes of pureft light, 

And glorious as its Maker lives, 
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